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Wil the appoinunent ' EW/SLETTER ARCHIVE
w4 prouns Borough
President Adolfo
Carridn as the directur
a1 the new White House
idrmce on Urban Policy,
che Bronx is back in the
national news. It's

been a long, hard
journey for the

borough since the 1977
World Series game
broadcast from Yankee
stadium, when ABC's
Howard Cosell told 60
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Whlle the Brunx is no longer burning, occasmnal arsan of ite beautiful
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e ladies and genliemen. the Braianx is burning.” The five-alarni fire was
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actuaily annihilating an abandoned public school—not the tenement e MBI
misidentified by Cosell. But the dreadful symbolism was apt, since so much . RS
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THE CCriERACK BOROUGH

Since those dark times the Brons has in many ways come back o0 w0 ite
qlory days oi the 2arly 20th century, when much of its fine housing stack
«n~ bunll fer miodle-rlass families, but Lo a different Bronx of striving. nard
work:ny househoids, often immigrants and the children of immigrants. 1L =
stili poor, with a median household income of $34,156, according ‘o the
Department of City
Planning. Tndeed. In
2N05 the Broax was
once again named fhe
nation's pouras: virbat,
county with over 3
million people. Over 51
percerit G its 1 W84
milhon residents ai-»

Latino—mostiy Puerte
Ricans and
Dnminicans making

the Brony the ¢nly
boruugh with a Latina
majority. Only 3.+
percent of Bronx
residents are Asian,
|owes! pcrLent‘uae %
yny borough. 1ts inoman age is 32,1, making the Brony the yrungest
borough. Only 21 -l pemrent of 1ts 469,446 housing UNILE are awner-occup-ed

Charlotte Straet'é single-family homes ere an odd form nf development
for a borough designed for density.

Carron. wno ready calls himsel "pro development, iully understana. (e
importance or having & pro-business strategy to delive: jobs ror hig
<truggling constituents. Tt hasn't been <asy. For years, most ol wha! had
heen called "private” develapmen: in the Bronx carried some kind of
government subsidv, whether direct in the form of housing vouchers or
indwrecc in the form of tax abatements and below-markel financing. indeed,
A Augus! 2004 when Kinygsbridge As<coiates opened its River Plaza
-ngpping center ni+ 25.h Street, one of its partners, Paul Travis, notea :hatl
it was the first major private development in the Bronx in 20 years—aid the
only rotaliy
nonsubsidized projec
wilhin memory. Today,
River Plaza is 100
percent vccupied,
Loasting. among alher
stores. = very busy
Sigrboicks. i et b
e rirse Lo open i Uie
Bronx, whirh now pa:
hree, Starbiirks pan
rmitially refused to
consider the Brunx,
saying it's not our
market, recalls Travis
Carrion wrole CEG
Howard Schultz &
latter, convincing hins
0 Qive it atry.)
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LVespite kive: Plaza’s
success, most
development tends to
need government
4ssastance perhap‘
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~ummercial Burnside Avenue dauring the blackout of 1977 plunged the Brona
furtner into chaos. By the end oi the 19705, when 120,000 lires burneq
annually. the South Bronx had lost nearly 40 perceni of its housing stock.

sume rieichboinoods bevond the South Bronx stavea strung—Riverdale un

“hath e the rarch, Blorvrond o the west, Pesilient neighborhoods ¢ are
LTk anchored oo supportive nonpront institubiviis. such as the Bronx Zoc
nd Bolanial Gardens, Fordham University, and iMonteniore Hosprial.
Montefiore, {or example, established the Mosholu Preservation Corporation
‘o provide building owners with technical assistance and mortgages in oruer
to wara ofi the devastalion thal was marching northward toward Fordham
knad.

ity officials, meanwhile, were grappling with the then-new proplem ot
taving cver 100 .N0C residenlial units vwhouse owners liad stopped payina
Sty teed many aporeaches with w:hat they calleg .n rem
dun=tg. atie b ege, ~northand for vesting sitle ) the citv, untid they i
dpan the arly oive thay worked—turning blocks of properties over to pnivate
rievelopers. oine iar-profit, many not-for-pronit, Our of this core has rome
the renarssatice of the South Bronx. The first patently successiul approacn
came from the Community Preservation Corporation, founded in 1974
by the city's leading
commercial banke
(later joined by maior
savinge banks) to
rinance, restore. &g
rebuild gelteriarating
housing In dechning
neighborhoods. And
despite the unique
ccale ni CPC
financing -almosy &1,
hillior: covenng 1,290
braldings  t neves
SUTTEred a =infie
I=ravili.

TN <

Theun_n,-im.lhlaﬂ anel uriger-Lised Bronx Terminel Market is being
redeveloped into an immense shopping mall by Relsted Retail.

Another route, more
guixotic, is the farmous
Zharlotte Streel develupment of single-family ranch houses. financed by the
‘ederal government after President limmy Carter stood in the rubble and
rromised to rebuild the South Bronx. The “little houses on the prairne” were
symbolically important al the Lime. But no one seriously thought thai the
Bronx- with its extraordinary subway system designed for density—shouia
be rebult with ranch houses. A better solution car be seen not far away in
che 35-block area ot Melrose Commons,

4 =ort of living wtorial of city heousing policy, Melrose Commons blends early,
werly cauuious, stripped-down townhouses with more recent elegant designs
ty Magnusson Aarchitects. "We've raised the design bar.” says Ted Weinstein,
the Bron:s Jirector for the Department of Housing Preservation and
Levaelopment. The Magnusson-designed houses no longer have that oid
=ybsidized look, making them more attractive to slightly higher-income
buyers. "Our object is
1o aet population back
‘nlo the neighberiiood,”
<ays Weinstein, "But
e re also pushing o
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EUILDING FOR RETAIL

Tre LS. o5 a whole 1s uver-stored," says Travis "bu! the Bronx i1s not. in
<9701t had a poptlacion of 1,47 millign and pretty good retail. In 19811 tnat
nnputatinn had fallen te 1.1. which had a serious inipact wn <tores Naw i
1o~ to Ehe pe- 'k sdain D retail isn't. The Bronx i severely uivderservea,
iravis regards the sronx as so tnderserved chat he supporis the immensr
suburban-style shopping mall, Gateway Center at Bronx Terminal
Market, being buill by Related Retail acrass the nver rrom his sliopping
center. With signed leases tor 750,000 square feet trom stores like Target,
Home Depot, and
Marshall’s, Gailcway
will dwart River Plaza's
230,000 square reel
wher 1L opers 'n the
rall. "We're suls
reqional, says ‘ravi
"They'll be regional.
serving the baroughs
and the suburbs, t give
Blooinbera and Carrian
a lot of credil ior
getung rhe deal dore.

b was a tomplex and

Many Bronx landmerks are being allowed to deteriorate , including the controversial deal

emply Bronx Borough Courthouse, now privately owned. derivad irom tne need
te: gedrid of 2

disastrously perrorming landlord who had been awarded a 99-year-lease nn

the last day of Mayor John Lindsay's administration. The [andlord then

permitted the markel Lo deteriorate abysmallv over the decades, losing mos!

oi his tenants and warring with avery mayoral administratian until

Bioomberg negotiated a way out.

REZONING FOR ROWTH

Critics say the administration nel only gave Related a sweet deal, but
virtually guaranteed a rezoning not available to other private developers.,
Rezoning is a touchy subject in the Bronx, where so murh land lies fallow
even as adjacent

residential F

neighborhaods teem
with resigents. Oin the
Lower Concourse, or
example. the 30-block
wormier manufacturing
area between the Major
Deegan and East 149th
Street, irom Morris
Avenue io the Harlem
River, has a 22 percent
vacancy rate. Some
pusinesses continue to
Lhrive, but many h - :
buildings are vacant. A Gry.franced housing s now designed o ft o e siresisose'
rew seli-storage vernacular architecture.

warehouses sprinkle

the waterfrany and auto shops dominate some of the streets. City Planning
nopes that its Lower Concourse Rezoning, to allow residential and mixed
uses. will create a neighborhood of lofts, stores, parks, hotels, and housing
i what is now almost a wasteland, only a few blocks away from the glaricus
Grand Concourse. As Bronx director of planning Carol Sampol says, "You
can 't buiid the South Bronx back up agaln on car shops, waste facilities, and
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'i' T TP T Befaore people ard
- | businesses starter

I ' moving back te the
Bronx, the Hunts Pain,
businesse- tuncuoned
in neace. Now they
have politically active
neighbors. and will
soan have more. Bui
that is fat superorto
the abandoniient and
desolatinn nf the
12705,

Huge, harshly designed, oid-fashéaned public housing dominales some
crucial areas A= director of the Wnite

House Office on Urban
Palcy, Carrion will report directly to the president, which gives 'he orfice
sitbstanhial statuus Un the other hand, he will have no¢ aperating authanty,
wh:ch means nc troops or resources (o deploy, Meanwhile, voters will select
e temporary replaceinent as borough president in a nunpartisan special
clection in mid-April. The two leading candidates are Assemblyman Ruhen
Draz Jr. (D-Soundview) and City Council Majonity Leader Joel Rivera (D-tast
Tremaont). A Septembel primary election will determine whe gets the
Democratic nommation -and therefore the job.
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