Beyond valet Y.
parking |
Shoppers often waste a lot of gas and
time searching for a parking spot. But
awe at Westfreld Cenrury Ciry, in Los
Angeles, where landlord Westfield
wnstalled a parking tmanagement system
thatwill cur the rime people spend
parking by as much as 55 percent.
Calted ParkAssist, this system uses
light-emitcing diode technology and
scoteboard-style sipnage and 1s already
in place at several Westfield properties
th Austraha and Europe. Each parking l
space in the center’s garage has a sensor
that detects vehicles and transmats light
signals revealing open parking spors. ‘
Red, green, blue and purple hghts
indicate occupred, open, handicapped
and expecrant-muther parking spaces,

o1

percent ucilization of the parking
yarage, as oppased o the 92 percent or
lower when dovers are unable o find
the few remaining spaces. Westfield
says the system boosts a center’s recail
sales by as much as 5 percent, because

I less rime circling the parking parge

means more time shopping, and

patrons are likelier to retumn.

respectively. According to ParkAssist,
the system reducesTarbon dioxide
emissions by 56 percent, thanks o

fewer cars idling while waiting or
searching. The system employs low- |

voltage LED lights. [t also allows 100



